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Abstract

Background Through the wallpapers found in the royal palaces and royal houses, we can see that
the palace living space and royal houses have been decorated with colorful and patterns of repeated
format. However, the time of their use was about 100 years from the end of the Joseon dynasty to
the establishment of the government of the Republic of Korea. This is the time when the status of
the royal family changed drastically. Therefore, in this study, it is assumed that the change in the
status of the royal family, which was the subject of the royal living space in the modern period, was
the factor that formed the specificity of wallpaper design.

Methods
dynasty to the establishment of the government of the Republic of Korea was identified, and

In Step 1, the change of the status of the royal family from the end of the Joseon

the time periods were distinguished. In Step 2, I classified wallpapers according to the period
of separation in Step 1, and I analyzed the design characteristics of each wallpaper. The design
characteristics were divided into motif, color, and geometric features. In Step 3, I analyzed the
relationship between the status of the royal family and the design of wallpaper design from
diachronic view.

Results The results of classifying and analyzing the wallpaper are as follows. First, the
tradition of Joseon dynasty, which reflects the theme containing the symbol and meaning into
the formative style, was maintained until the Emperor Sun-jong period. However, the patterns
after Sun-jong tend to lack symbolism and abstraction. Second, the wallpaper of the royal family
traditionally consisted of blue and white colors, and the pattern was expressed in monochromatic
colors. However, it tended to vary from the Japanese colonial period. Third, during the Great Han
Empire period, the grid patterns and lozenge patterns coexisted. Most of the lozenge patterns were
during the Japanese colonial period. After Emperor Sun-jong, a straight decorative line of the
lozenge pattern changes into a curve, and an ogee pattern appears.

Conclusions Traditionally, the design of the royal wallpaper has been determined by the user
's status, hierarchy, and the purpose of each space. However, due to the changes in the status of
modern kings and royal families, the strictness gradually loosened and became more flexible in
accepting foreign cultures. This tendency was also reflected in the design of the modern royal
wallpapers. The symbolism of the pattern was reduced, the color was varied, and the geometric
system was also reduced.
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Table 3 Analysis of Korean royal wallpaper
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